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E laine Forestier began her training as a young girl in Waukegan Illinois at the

Metzler School of Dance, studying Tap and Ballet. By the time she was 16, she
was spending her summers as a dancer in State Fair Shows working for The

Carruthers Company. After high school, she auditioned and became a member of

the The Mannion Dancers. She traveled throughout the
United States and Canada performing in venues like the Copacabana dancing in the

traveling troupe. In 1961, as a divorced mother of Patricia Ann, she moved to Florida
to start over. Settling in Dunedin with her older sister, she started teaching dance

classes in the Stirling recreation center in Dunedin. Beginning with three students,

her business bloomed. With the help of her sister and brother in law, she built the
studio at 1260 Friar Tuck Lane, Patricia Ann Dance Studios. Here she spent 30 years

working the business mostly by herself with a couple of part time teachers.
Additionally, Ms Forestier choreographed shows for the Dunedin High School

theater department, Clearwater City Players and Royalty Theatre. Ms. Forestier has

been honored by the community for her contributions with many awards, including
numerous "Lary Awards" for her choreography in community theatre, the Marcelle

Oldershaw Lifetime
Achievement Award for choreography and The Certificate of Recognition from the

City of Dunedin for serving the community of families and youth with her dance
studio for 50 years.

In 1991, her daughter Patricia Ann, moved back to the Tampa Bay area. Having been in
professional theatre for twelve years, a new mom, she was ready to teach. The studio blossomed

with the addition of man power. The studio now has two locations, the original at
1260 Friar Tuck Lane and the location at 941 Douglas Avenue. With a full enrollment and nine

teachers, the studio now offers ballet, pointe, tap, jazz, Musical Theatre, Hip Hop Jazz fusion,
lyrical, contemporary and Creative dance for the very young dancers. Miss Elaine continued to
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teach through the 2013-2014 season, finally retiring at age 92. Her legacy of dancers, teachers and
performers continues to move the studio forward into the 57th year of business.

Mary Elaine Forestier is survived by her daughter Patricia McNally, her son-in -law Edmund
McNally and her grandsons Zach McNally and Dace McNally.

A Memorial Celebration will be held Sunday April 22nd 2-4:00p.m. At St Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church 705 Michigan Boulevard Dunedin, Fl. 34698. For more information contact
patriciaanndance@gmail.com or the Studio 727-734-4420.
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CK Colleen Bach Kelly shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

I have such fond memories of my Great Aunt and such respect for her Talent and get it

done attitude. She accomplished things that a single mom, female business owner,

would have had to have such perseverance to accomplish! Love to my cousin and her

family! Colleen & Family

April 9 at 7:55 AM

EJ Eve Jones posted:

Dear Pat and Family, I never had the lovely pleasure of knowing your Mom personally but I did get to

know about her and her wonderful teaching skills. Her Students showed her love for Dance and her

effort to have them receive the best in technique and specialized training.How fortunate that we all

reaped from her wanting to share her knowledge and in such a loving and caring way. A Lady in all

respects.The ripple effect of her talent and sharing of her knowledge and expertise will live on thru

her Family and her many students. Even those that have not carried on a career in dance learned

valuable life time lessons that Dance teaches us. These skills are used to create leaders and

Professionals in many fields.The Choreography of Life is very much a tuned to the Choreography of

Dance.Dance is for life and the memories are forever.May we all TAP from her skill and RELEVE' with

her spirit. Get the POINTE across to JAZZ others to be all they can be. Pin your TIARA on tight and

your TU TU in place.Applause is Continuous for A Special Lady of GRACE.Eve Jones

April 8 at 3:33 AM

Anonymous sent an Arrive in Style to the Forrestier family.

April 7 at 9:08 AM
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CK Colleen Bach Kelly shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. April 9 at 7:55 AM

Always Dancing!
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Mary by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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